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A second regulatory impediment question concerned the extent to
which the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' regulations affected terminal
operators' plans to improve transportation movements and capacity at
the terminal.

There was evidence among the inland terminal operators that regula-
tory restrictions did impede the efficiency or implementation of access
improvements.

One terminal operator in St. Louis noted that the terminal faced in-
place community regulations that restricted truck service to the terminal
to specific hours of the day.

However, the inland terminal operators expressed greater concern
about the negative impact of Corps of Engineers' regulations on improve-
ment projects. An inland terminal operator in St. Louis and one in Kan-
sas City expressed the opinion that the Corps of Engineers' regulations
significantly impeded plans designed to improve transportation move-
ments and terminal capacity. Three other inland terminal operators think
that these regulations are a somewhat-more-than-moderate impediment.

Summary

Table B-4 summarizes the information on the magnitude of regulatory
impediments among the inland terminal operators. As noted, 6 of the 17
operators had at least one regulatory impediment to terminal efficiency.

INSTITUTIONAL ISSUES

The inland terminal operators were queried about institutional issues.
Specifically, they were asked to characterize whether they had experi-
enced any problems with required intergovernmental coordination re-
garding transportation improvement projects in their terminals. They
were also asked the extent to which state DOTs or local metropolitan
planning organizations (MPOs) had attempted to contact them about
road construction projects that might affect their terminals. A third ques-
tion investigated whether the terminal operator took the initiative and
contacted the planners about their transportation needs.

The questionnaire also investigated the effects of a nongovernment
institution (i.e., labor) on terminal operations. The issue of whether
labor contracts effectively limited hours of terminal operation was in-
cluded in the questionnaire. Terminal operators were also asked whether
extending terminal operating hours would reduce terminal congestion
currently experienced by trucks.